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SAMPLES OF ABSTRACT FORMAT 
 
Your abstract submission will consist of three parts (title, author, body) in one document.  
Separate the parts by one blank line; i.e., single space each part, but double space between parts.  
All parts must be submitted in Times New Roman, 12 pt.  Please explain in the comment box of 
the submittal page any special characters that might not transmit properly. 
 
Title Format:  Limit to 150 characters and spaces.  Capitalize initials of first word and then all 
major words (nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepositions longer than 4 letters).  Do 
not capitalize initials of conjunctions, articles, and short prepositions.  Use italics where 
appropriate.  Do not end the title with a period, but other terminal punctuation may be used 
where appropriate. 
 
Collisional and Dynamical Evolution of the L4 Trojan Asteroids 
 
What to Do Before the Asteroid Strikes 
 
Working and Walking on Small Asteroids with Circumferential Ropes 
 
 
Authors/Affiliations Format:  Include only initials for names other than last name.  Italicize 
affiliations of authors.  Include only physical addresses.  Note punctuation in examples below for 
single author, two authors, and more than two authors and for association of authors with 
multiple addresses. 
 
J. B. McClintock, Department of Biology, University of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham 
AL 35294, USA; Cell Block C, Birmingham Work Release Center, Alabama Department of 
Corecsions Corrections, Birmingham AL 35234, USA. 
 
J. B. McClintock and S. A. Watts, Department of Biology, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Birmingham AL 35294. 
 
J. B. McClintock, R. L. Turner, and S. A. Watts, (JBM, SAW) Department of Biology, University 
of Alabama at Birmingham, Birmingham AL 35294, USA; (RLT) Department of Biological 
Sciences, Florida Institute of Technology, Melbourne, Victoria 1234, Australia. 



Abstract Body Format 
 
Abstracts are required for both oral and poster presentations.  Do not indent the first line of the 
abstract, and do not justify the right margin.  Write the abstract in a single paragraph as running 
text in the typical style and vocabulary of your area of interest.  Italicize words where 
appropriate.  If you enter special characters supported by your word processor, the characters 
might not appear to the co-organizers as you intended; in anticipation of such problems, you are 
welcome to enter clarifications in the comments section of the submittal form to help in editing 
the abstract.  Submit the title, authors/affiliation block, and abstract body as a single .doc or .rtf 
file via the upload function on the abstract submittal page.  The font for abstracts is Times New 
Roman, 12 pt, and the word limit is 300 according to the word-count tool of your word-
processing software.  The word count for this paragraph is 189.  Abstracts will be published in a 
forthcoming issue of Gulf of Mexico Science.  Please be certain that your abstract has substantive 
information about the results of your study in addition to the rationale, methods, and conclusions. 
 
 
Sample Submission 
 
Carpe Umbram:  Asteroid "Caught" near Edmonton! 
 
J. B. McClintock and R. L. Turner, (JBM) Department of Biology, University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, Birmingham AL 35294, USA; (RLT) Department of Biological Sciences, Florida 
Institute of Technology, Melbourne FL 32901. 
 
A new species of asteroid was collected, or so we thought, near the campus of University of 
Alberta.  Although it is but a shadow of the beast, the features observable in two dimensions 
clearly differ from shadows cast by other asteroids.  The presence of multiple rays indicates that 
it is fissiparous, having broken up before entry upon the site.  Associated findings strongly 
support the conclusion that this asteroid had a major impact on this Late Ordovician community. 


